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  BERKSHIRE GARDENS TRUST 

Chair’s Update April to September 2021 

This year so far, April to September, has been really positive with the restart of our 

wonderful garden visits from May.  Thank you to the owners of the gardens for their 

generosity and hospitality in arranging for us to visit. Thank you also for the kind messages 

from attendees saying how much you have enjoyed the visits.  We have now posted some 

photographs and notes from the six varied and well attended events at The Dell, 

Bucklebury; Hamstead Marshall park; Kirby House, Inkpen; Haines Hill, Twyford; Waltham 

Place, Maidenhead; and Crockmore House, Henley-on-Thames onto our website.   

  September Visit to Crockmore House  

In April whilst we were still in lockdown we enjoyed the last of our Spring Zoom lectures.  

Richard Bisgrove gave an inspiring and very well illustrated talk on Anglo-American 

exchanges of horticultural knowledge and plants.  We hope that he will return next year to 

speak about Nancy Lancaster.  We will be restarting the Zoom lectures this November and 

continuing them over the winter until March which will be followed by the Spring lecture 

which will be held again at Purley Barn in March. 

  Old Glebe House, Connecticut, by Gertrude Jekyll   
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We are very pleased that the membership has further increased to 100 despite some losses 

at the beginning of the year.   

Our Trustees are the backbone of BGT and they all continue to work tirelessly for the Trust.  

As most of you know, Charles Elly, our past Chair, very sadly died suddenly in March.  There 

is a short tribute to him on the website; and we will pay our respects at the AGM and hope 

to inaugurate a lecture in his memory next March.  Deborah James was co-opted onto the 

Trustees in June and we look forward to benefitting from her experience in social media, 

promotion and the art world.   

 

Expanding the website:  We are pleased that ‘hits’ onto the website are rising.  We have 

continued to expand the website with new posts and updated information.  Please do visit 

to read about Hugh Simon’s illustrious father’s encounter with King George V at RHS Chelsea 

(look under the Research tab) and if you have similar garden-based story to tell, we would 

love to hear from you. 

                                               John Simon’s Chelsea exhibit, May 1932 

Our research work has also expanded.  Janet Fuller has finished and published her research 

into the Dell at Bucklebury, which is now on West Berkshire’s Historic Environment 

Records, and is recommended to be added to the Local Listing of Heritage Assets.   
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  The Dell, Bucklebury 

 
We have also progressed our Public Parks Project and have started a database for each local 

authority and are looking at an increasing number of parks, including photographing them.   

If you would like to help, please contact Bettina Kirkham via BGTmembership@gmail.com. 

  Entrance to Salt Hill Park, Slough 

Planning matters continue with notable concerns in the last six months over development 

at Park Place Remenham; Hall Place, Burchetts Green; Caversham Park, Reading; and 

Barkham Manor, Barkham.  More information can be found on our website. 

                                  Caversham Park, Reading                                   
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The Gardens Trust have launched a new initiative ‘Engaging with our Future’ following the 

grant of £95,700, of which £75,700 was from the National Lottery Heritage Fund.  This is 

designed to help us to reach out to wider communities who have an interest in our parks 

and gardens but maybe unaware of their historic interest and value to the community’s 

history.   

Christina Hill Williams, our President, continues to provide her inexhaustible support, 

seeking opportunities for networking for new members and Trustees and attending all of 

our garden visits.   

Thank you to all of our Members for your continuing support.  Do continue to spread the 

word on how important the health and quality of our historic parks and gardens are. 

Bettina Kirkham      

Chair of the Berkshire Gardens Trust 


