BERKSHIRE GARDENS TRUST
SUMMER TALK AND GARDEN VISIT

THURSDAY 9TH JULY 9.45AM

MORNING TALK AND GUIDED TOUR OF CAVERSHAM COURT, CHURCH
ROAD, CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 7AD

We are very pleased to invite you to join us in a privately arranged visit to Caversham
Court. The morning will start with a fascinating talk by Megan Aldrich, an architectural
historian, on the architecture of Caversham Court and its setting in the historic village
core of Caversham.

We will meet at the Reading Rowing Club, with their kind permission, for Megan's talk,
with refreshments as you arrive. The Club House sits across the river Thames opposite
Caversham Court with fine views of the river and the gardens. We will then walk over
Caversham Bridge to the gardens where we will be guided by Vickie Abel, Chair of the
Friends of Caversham Court.

Caversham Court is a Grade Il
Registered Park and Garden. We will
explore the charming walled garden
with terraced lawns leading down to
the river Thames, the historic gazebo
and historic remains, the many
mature specimen trees including
ancient yew, with flower borders and
a lavender bank. The park is a Green
Flag and Green Heritage award
winner. The gardens are currently

facing a number of conservation and
restoration challenges, which will be
discussed during the tour.
All pictures courtesy of Caversham Court
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The history of Caversham Court dates back to the 12C
when it was linked St Peter's Church. The lovely gazebo
(summerhouse) overlooking the Thames was built by
1663. The Loveday family who lived here between 1665
and 1799 planted the yew hedge along long walk. The
Simonds family, Reading’s banking and brewing family,
remodelled the house in the 19C, turning it into a
splendid Gothic mansion (sadly demolished) leaving
the beautiful gardens which opened to the publicin
1934.

Our private visit will include:

e Tea and coffee at the Reading Rowing Club House at 9.45am. Please ensure you let
us know of any dietary requirements when booking.

e Talk from Megan Aldrich on the history of the Court at 10am

e Walk across Caversham Bridge through Caversham Conservation Area to
Caversham Court

e A guide tour of the gardens from 11.30am to 1.00pm

e The Tea Kiosk sells home-made cakes and biscuits, and hot and cold drinks in the
gardens or you can visit one of the many cafes in Caversham village.

Accessibility:

There is plenty of car parking at the Thameside Promenade Car Park RG1 8BD next to the
Reading Rowing Club (4 hours £2.70; 5hrs £3.50) or you can park for free for up to 3 hours
in the long stay next to the Waitrose Car Park in Caversham Village. Details of car parking
and public transport will be sent out to those attending nearer the time. The walk from
the Rowing Club to Caversham Courtis 10 -15 minutes / 0.4mile.

Bookings: For this special event booking is either via our website (click on the Home Page
tab) through TicketSource or by sending a booking form and cheque to Kim Hacker,
Woodcroft South, Garth Close, Winnersh, RG41 5LY (see below). Tickets are £15 for
members and £18 for non-members.

We have to limit numbers to no more than 25 people. PLEASE BOOK BY 5% JULY 2026.

Access to Gardens: The majority of paths within the Gardens are level or gently
undulating and have a smooth gravel surface. Please let us know at the time of booking if
you will need help. There is no wheelchair access to the lower lawns and Tea Kiosk, but
there is an accessible portaloo near the entrance.
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Queries: Please contact Kim by email at berksgtmembership@gmail.com; or phone her on
07752 190391 or Bettina Kirkham on 07764 192556 for queries about the visit.
Booking

There are three ways to book:

1. To book ONLINE, please visit our website at www.berkshiregardenstrust.org and
click on “2026 Events” or

2. Go direct to https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/berkshire-gardens-trust or.

3. If not booking direct or through TicketSource, please first send an email to Kim

Hacker at BerksGTenquiries@gmail.com to confirm that there is space available.
Once you receive a confirmation email, please send the booking slip below to the
Membership Secretary, Berkshire Gardens Trust, Woodcroft South, Garth Close,
Winnersh, RG41 5LY and select payment method. Confirmation of bookings will be
sent by email.
. Payment by BACS;
» Berkshire Gardens Trust
= Sort code: 30-54-66
= Account no: 10263868
» Reference: your name and event (eg Smith Caversham Court)
. Cheque (sent to Kim Hacker). Cheques to be made payable to Berkshire
Gardens Trust.
BERKSHIRE GARDENS TRUST'S CAVERSHAM COURT TALK AND GARDENS TOUR
THURSDAY 9TH JULY 9.45AM

Name(s) (PIEASE PriNL): ..c.cceciririiiriiinnnintnicntrccestesesteaesssssassessssssssssssssssssssssnsans
=] 3 =T | OO

| would like the following tickets:

........... member tickets at £15 each

.......... non-member tickets at £18 each.

Cheques to be made payable to the Berkshire Gardens Trust.

Please provide a cheque made payable to the Berkshire Gardens Trust. Confirmation of
bookings will be sent by email.
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