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BERKSHIRE GARDENS TRUST 

Chair’s Informal Update April to September 2022 

 

I thought that I would again let you know what has been going on this year, from April to 
September.  Many of you have joined us at our visits and I do hope that many more of you 
will join us for the AGM and Autumn lecture.   

Events: As you know, a key part of our activities is the programme of events.  This year, as a 
‘thank you’ to our speakers and garden owners, we have invited them as special guests to 
our AGM and lecture.  Hopefully you will be able to meet some of them.    Thank you also 
for the kind messages from attendees saying how much you have enjoyed the visits.  Places 
we have visited: 

 

Kidmore House in May 

 

Bucklebury House in June 

 

Purley Hall in June 

 

Earlstone Manor in July 
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Cliveden in August 

 

 

We will be restarting the Zoom lectures this November with Richard Bisgrove speaking to us 
about Nancy Lancaster; described by the designer, the late David Hicks, as “the most 
influential English gardener since Gertrude Jekyll,”.  We will be continuing these lectures 
over the winter until March which will be followed by the Spring lecture which will be held 
again at Purley Barn. 

Membership: The membership has dropped slightly to the 2020 level at 100.   

Through Alison and Deborah’s efforts we have been developing a close liaison with the 
Friends of Savill Garden, Englefield Green.  We will be shortly arranging a guided visit to the 
gardens, and I will be speaking to their many members about BGT in October. 

As many of you know, Lady Catriona 
Wroughton, our President for nine years, 
very sadly died in February 2022.  There is a 
short tribute to her on the website.  As a 
good friend of our current President, 
Christina Hill Williams, Lady Wroughton had 
a keen interest in gardens and very much 
enjoyed attending our events. 

 

 

  

Kim Hacker joined us in March and was 
later co-opted onto the Trustees in May 
2022.  We look forward to benefitting from 
her experience, especially in relation to 
managing our membership and events. 
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Communication:  We are pleased that hits onto the website have risen considerably.  We 
have continued to expand the website with new posts and updated information.   Deborah 
James has been expanding our social media platforms which has helped to increase the 
‘footfall’ on the website. 

Our research work has also expanded.  Following up on Janet Fuller’s study of the history of 
17 Craven Road, Reading, the building is now ready to be reoccupied as a welfare centre for 
the staff at the Royal Berkshire Hospital and works have begun to restore the garden.  We 
have added eight more public parks onto the interactive map on the website.  This is 
however the tip of an iceberg with many more parks to be visited and recorded.  These are 
greatly valued spaces but, in so many cases, their history is less known.  We would love to 
hear from anyone who would like to help with this. 

Planning matters have been a bit quieter in the last six months (thankfully) but new 
development continues to be put forward at Park Place, Remenham.   We submitted 
comments raising concerns on the proposed housing and retirement homes at Caversham 
Park, Reading, which is now owned by Beechcroft Homes.  New plans are expected this 
autumn.  We also had concerns about the proposed for development for Silwood Manor at 
Silwood Park, Ascot which is also by Beechcroft Homes. More information will be made 
available on our website. 

                                  Caversham Park, Reading                                   

 
Thank you to all our members for your loyal support.  Do continue to spread the word on 
how important the health and quality of our historic parks and gardens are to us all. 

Finally, regarding the governance of BGT, we have spent considerable time in the last 6 
months preparing the new Articles of Association and submission for our application to the 
Charity Commission; revised and updating our Data Protection Policy; taking steps to try and 
recruit volunteers and new Trustees; and handing over responsibility for membership and 
events to Kim. 

Bettina Kirkham      
Chair of the Berkshire Gardens Trust 


